7th Grade Study Guide

Discovering World Geography:  Chapters 1 and 2

(The Earth)

Terms:

Latitude, Longitude, Prime Meridian, International Date Line, Equator, Tropic of Capricorn, Tropic of Cancer, North Pole, South Pole, Absolute Location, Relative Location, Global Positioning System, Map Projections (Goode, Robinson, Mercator, Winkel Tripel), Map Types (physical, political, special purpose, contour), landform, orbit, summer and winter solstice, vernal and autumnal equinox, core, mantle, crust, atmosphere, tectonic plates, earthquake, hemisphere, climate, tsunami, plateau, plains, isthmus, trench, continental shelf, rain shadow, weathering, erosion, groundwater
Identify:
Tropical rain forest, continents, climate zones
What causes the different seasons on earth?

Be able to find both relative and absolute locations on a map (absolute using longitude and latitude).

Describe the water cycle.
How is the earth always changing and how do these changes lead to earthquakes?

Describe the different climate zones.

What are the benefits that people and the planet get from the Tropical Rain Forest?

What is the difference between weather and climate?
Where would you find saltwater?  Where would you find freshwater?

Essay (20 points) – While ours is a large planet, humans only live on a small percent of the Earth’s surface.  Do you agree or disagree with this statement?  Explain, giving specific reasons, why you agree or disagree.  What does this mean for the future of humans as our population continues to grow?  What are some of the problems created by our need to find space for housing, farms and transportation systems?
